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Every Spring for several decades DVSM has held its judged 

contest and each year the judges select the Best-in-Show 

Award winner from the models receiving Gold Medals. 

thiS year’S winner is Joe leonetti’s well-executed 1/35 88mm 

paK 43 and Motorcycle. congratulations, Joe!  n

See More award winners starting on page 3
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President’s 
Corner by Paul Tomczak

W
elcome to the Summer stretch, 
folks. The heat is on, BBQ’s are 
cooking and at my house the pool is 
finally warm enough for me to get 
in. Does this mean less time at the 

bench? Maybe, but I still find some time. Hope you are 
able to find the time as well.

i am continuing with my mission to put a new 
build on the theme table each month. The July theme is 
“Something Towed” and there is some stiff competition 
already. I would like to congratulate Joe Leonetti for 
his Best in Show build in the DVSM Gold-Silver-Bronze 
contest. Joe submitted a stunning German 88mm Gun 
and was the unanimous winner of the Best in Show vote. 
The bar is set pretty high at this point so make sure to 
bring your best!

another Miniature 
Figure collectors of 
America (MFCA) show 
has come and gone. This 
year I got a chance to help 
work the show and you can 
read my write up about my 
little adventure. As usual 

there were some awesome pieces on display. I took a lot of 
pictures and was happy to be there. I was also able to pick 
up some stuff from the vendors. A great couple of days 
and I walked away with two medals for my work – Nothing 
to complain about here. (Editor’s Note: See Paul’s MFCA 
article on page 7.)

 the good news is we should finally have our DVSM 
shirts for our next meeting. They are scheduled to be 
delivered shortly to Tom. Thanks to Tom for following 
through with the order.

 that’s all for now. happy Modeling… Paul n

January: “the BritiSh eMpire”
Winner: Fairey Swordfish by Charlie Lockard

February: “catS & DogS”
Winner: Grumman Tomcat by Joe Volz

March: “MaDe FroM treeS”
Winner: Fokker Dr-I by Mark Webb

april: “FirSt anD laSt”
Winner: Curtiss Helldiver by Marty Blum

May: “Big anD SMall”
Cancelled

June: golD/SilVer/Bronze conteSt
No theme contest.

July: “SoMething toweD”
Something that was towed or is modeled as being 
towed (i.e., with the towing device or vehicle), for 
example a junked car; 105mm Howitzer; an airliner or 
X-plane to a runway; a truck trailer.

august: “haulerS”
A model of something that hauled cargo.

September: “the FortieS” 
A model of any subject that dates from 1940 – 1949.

october: “Doo wop, DucK & coVer”
A model of a subject from the “Atomic Age” / Rock ‘n 
Roll Era roughly 1954 - 1963.

november: “new anD iMproVeD”
This month requires two models, one being an 
improved, successor variant of the other, for example, a 
P-51C and P-51D; 1948 Ford and 1949 Ford; B-24D and 
B-24J;  Successive Sherman tank variants.  For cars, 
they must be close successors, i.e., a 1948 Ford and 

1964 Ford do not qualify.

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MATurco@aol.com

Monthly theme 
contests 2016

next Meeting

July 1
 • Theme Contest
    SoMEThinG    
    ToWED
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June Contest highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

1974 Dodge Charger, 1/25, by Joe Leonetti – Bronze Award A-10C, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin – Bronze Award

OV-1B, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin – Bronze Award

P-47D Thunderbolt, 1/48, by Brad James – Bronze Award

1961 Ford Falcon Ranchero custom, 1/25, by Keith Jones – 
Bronze Award

M-7 Priest, 1/35, by Joe Leonetti – Silver Award
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June Contest highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

Armored Humvee, 1/35, by Tom Gill – Silver Award Kubewagen service diorama, 1/35, by Tom Gill – Silver Award

British SS Jeep, 1/35, by Tom Gill – Silver Award

Panzer I, 1/35, by Logan Brown – Silver Award

Japanese Type 97, 1/35, by Logan Brown – Silver Award

F4F-3 Widcat, 1/32, by Logan Brown – Silver Award
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June Contest highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

Curtiss SC-1 Seahawk, 1/72, Gary Schurr – Silver Award OV-10A Bronco, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin – Silver Award

Churchill Mk.7 Croc Flamethrower, 1/35, by Lance Lacey – 
Silver Award

TBM-3D Avenger, 1/48, by Marty Blum – Silver Award

P-47D Thunderbolt, 1/48, by Marty Blum – Silver Award

Gigantosaurus, 1/72, by Pul Tomczak – Silver Award
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June Contest highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

88 mm PAK 43 with Motorcycle, 1/35, by Joe Leonetti – Gold 
Award & Best-in-Show

1959 Ford Sunliner mild custom, 1/25, by John Goschke – Gold 
Award

Kawasaki Ki-48 Lily, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak – Gold Award

1927 Bugatti Type 35B, 1/24, by Mike Turco – Gold Award

M-24 Chaffee, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak – Gold Award

Cortiss P-40Q Warhawk, 1/48, by Mark Webb – Not in competition
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 notes from the other Side

Working the  
   MFCA Show 

  By Paul Tomczak 
       Photos by the author

t
his year i volunteered to help at the 
Miniature Figure Collectors of America 
(MFCA) Show and Mart in King of 
Prussia, PA. While I have been to many 
model contests in the past, this is the first 

time I actually worked a show. It was an eye opening 
experience. I have entered builds in this contest for 
4 years now and have attended the past 6. This year 
I worked the contest registration table and I found it 
fun to talk to all the builders bringing their works in. 
It was easy to pick out who was a veteran and who was 
new to the show. In both cases you could always have 
an interesting conversation. I found it funny that the 
question that stumped most people was “How many 
pieces do you have?” I would usually get an “umm?” or 
“Wait a minute let me check…” or just give me 10 slips 
and I will be back for more if needed.
 on the second day of the show my second “job” kicked 

in. Building the final award list and creating the PowerPoint 
slide show for the award ceremony. Working with fellow 
DVSM member Tony Wootson, we spent three hours after 
the show closed Friday night taking photos of Gold medal 
winning models, each one a masterpiece. As I moved 
each piece to the photo booth I acted like I was carrying a 
Faberge egg or the Declaration of independence. That was 
more nerve racking than anything I have done before!
we got the final judging sheets and we worked 

fast getting the list done for the award ceremony. With 
Saturday additions to all categories, we needed to add to 
existing work to make sure each category was complete. 
With two of us working on it we got the work done in 
record time. With the list done we started working on the 
PowerPoint. It was at this point we realized there was a 
mixup with the projector. We did not have it at the show! 
With no projector we stopped work on the slides and 
just went with the awards list at the ceremony. It was a 
disappointment as we thought we could pull off the slide 
show AND have pictures of the Gold award pieces. At 
least we have a process in place for next year…

Continued on page 8
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 So what was my impression of the show? Luckily 
there were enough of us at the registration table so we could 
get up and take breaks. With a large number of vendors, I 
was able to stretch my legs and do some shopping.  I picked 
up some more wood stands for my dinosaur builds, some 
paint, tools and foliage for my bases. Overall a good haul. At 
one point we had a re-enactor in full colonial uniform with 
musket come through the show and he was fun to talk to. 
There were quite a few selfies taken with that guy!
 as for the quality of the pieces at the show, you 

can’t help but be amazed at what is on display. The 
painting is fabulous as is the build quality and attention 
to detail. The variety is there with works covering all 
time periods and even fantasy time periods that never 
existed. Many of the pieces consisted of multiple figures 
and elaborate bases. Whether it was a Civil war charge, 
Roman parade, Vietnam jungle or a German WWII 
reconnaissance team, picking out all the detail, actions 
and facial expressions is fun to do on every piece.
this year the flats were nicely represented and 

some of them were truly outstanding. If you are not 
familiar, flats are metal sculptures that have little to no 
raised surfaces. The 3D affect is created through expert 
painting and many of them required you to look closely 
to see it is just a two dimensional item. 
the ordnance section continues to grow each year and 

there was a nice selection of builds covering everything 
you could think of – WWI, ships, planes, armor, etc… The 
high level of painting and quality extends here as well with 
some truly outstanding pieces. There were painted wood 
effects on the biplanes that made the wood on the planes 
look like…wood. Varnished wood. Fantastic paint work. 
i was thrilled to get a couple of awards myself, but 

the real fun was making some new friends and seeing how 
one of these shows comes together…from the other side.
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Join IPMS/USA 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

what do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

what do i get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Gill, T. 4 3 4 2       13
Anderson, D. 1 4 4 3       12
Turco, M. 3 2 4 3       12
Tomczak, P. 1 3 4 3       11
Brown, L. 3 1 3 3       10
Lockard, C. 5 1  3       9
Webb, M.   5 4       9
Blum, M.  3  5       8
Kopczynski, P.  1 4 2       7
Volz, J. 2 5         7
Leonetti, J.  1 4        5
Goschke, J.    4       4
James, B.  4         4
Vattilana, J. 3 1         4
Cicconi, B. 2          2
Goerke, D.   2        2
Orsino, L.  2         2
Senner, D.  1  1       2
Rakos, R.    1       1
Rifkin, H.    1       1
Monthly points are awarded as follows: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2016 Theme Contest Point Standings to Date



BnB hoBBy & train Depot
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & K hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

Main line hoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MillenniuM hoBBieS 
& the gunDaM Kitchen
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

new concept iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

hoBByMaSterS, inc.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z hoBBieS, inc.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the local hobby Shops
that Support our cluB


